
	

Funding Streams 
Workgroup  
Meeting Summary  
September 14, 2017 

Attendees 

Kent Mitchell, Marissa Manlove, Amanda Zimmerman, Andy Goebel, Meghan Smith, 
Christina Hage, Michaelyn Meave, Terri Green, Rhonda Clark, Lacy Kottkamp, Amanda 
Lopez, Whitley Wynns, Lora Stephens  
Guest: Stephanie Slone (Indiana Department of Education), Erin Kissling (Assistant Director 
of Early Learning and Elementary Education- Indiana Department of Education) Robert Glass 
(Government Affairs Analyst- office of Medicaid planning and policy), Julie Feagans 
 
Key Topics Discussed 
A. Introduction of Guests: 
B. ELAC Updates/Website News 

• Kevin Bayne announced his resignation as the ELAC Chair position. The 
governor’s office will appoint a new ELAC Chair;  

• A draft of the 2018 Annual Report narrative and County Profile data will be shared 
at the October ELAC meeting. ELAC members will receive a copy to review at least 
a week in advance of the meeting. The goal is to release the final report in late 
October; 

• Amanda reminded the group about the helpful resources that can be found on the 
ELAC website under the news tab where members and the public can find relevant 
news focused on Early Learning; 

• ELAC workgroups are ready to begin using GLIP. Workgroup members will receive 
an invite to join their ELAC Workgroup in GLIP. All files that are currently in Wiggio 
have been transitioned to GLIP or archived in the Drive. 

C. Federal and State Funding Updates 
• The Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) program is set 

to expire at the end of year.  There is a movement to reauthorize MIECHV because 
it is a large chunk of money used to fund Nurse Family Partnerships and Healthy 
Families Indiana; 

• Kent shared that the Federal Commission on Evidence-based Policymaking will 
release a report that will be a helpful resource for the workgroup. The report 
reviews the relationship between data, federal policy and funding. The report has 
not been made public; 



	

Funding Streams 
Workgroup  
Meeting Summary  
September 14, 2017 

• Amanda shared that the Indiana General Assembly passed a vote to double On My 
Way Pre-K funding, allowing the program to expand to reach more low-income 
students.  

D. Funding Data for ELAC County Profiles 
• Amanda shared a draft of the Affordability Narrative and County Profile to allow the 

workgroup to provide feedback as the Annual Report Narrative and County Profiles 
are getting close to being finalized.  

• The workgroup reviewed the featured County Profile and discussed concerns and 
possible changes to make to the data for the online version and the narrative report 
version.   

E. ELI Blending/Braiding Funds Cohort Project 
• Presentation: Stephanie Slone (IDOE) Medicaid as a funding source for public 

schools 

- Stephanie shared two sources of School-based Medicaid funding sources 
through FSSA Medicaid that public schools (traditional and non-traditional) are 
able to utilize in order to provide staffing, health screenings, mental health 
service, and/or other specialize equipment purchases for students. 

- Eligibility for School-based Medicaid is based on income as well as other 
factors depending on the program. Students with an Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP) are not necessarily eligible unless they meet the requirements. 

- Schools can access information about participating schools on the School-
based Medicaid Webpage and decide whether or not this program will benefit 
the students and families they serve. This report is updated biannually.  

• Early Learning Indiana Issue Brief on Early Childhood Funding presented by Kent 
Mitchell 
- The Early Learning Indiana Issue Brief on Early Childhood Funding will have 

four focus areas, one being funding. This section will highlight the current 
funding picture for early learning in Indiana in a way that will insight discussion 
around funding issues within the state. This will be an information piece, as well 
as an advocacy piece. The issue brief will also provide the opportunity to inform 
the public of the work that is being completed through the ELAC Funding 
Streams workgroup. 

- Key audience(s): Policymakers, funders, employers/business owners and 
anyone else in a position to address this issue.   
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- The workgroup discussed the opportunity to set a funding goal for the state by 
first analyzing the current funding pool, then setting a goal that would close the 
funding gap. 

o With the main focus of serving low-income families, working class 
families often are left out of the equation; 

- As Early Learning Indiana staff work to complete the document, the ELAC 
Funding Streams Workgroup will review the document to provide 
recommendations and suggestions. 

• Alternative Funding Subcommittee Update 

- This subcommittee reported out to the workgroup that they were still 
researching and collecting data around alternative funding.  

- The subcommittee is also currently working to identify guiding principles for the 
group. They will be welcoming a new member, Rhonda Clark. 

Action Items  

1. Kent volunteered to share resource 
2. The Alternative Funding Sources subcommittee will schedule another conference call to 

discuss research on key areas of focus to present more in-depth next month. 
Next Meeting 

Thursday, October 12, 2017 | Early Learning Indiana | 10:00am – 12:00pm EST 


