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Attendees 

Ted Maple, Marissa Manlove, Amanda Zimmerman, Rhonda Clark, Kyle Wehmann, Amanda 
Lopez; On phone: Terry Green, Alicia Nafziger, Christina Hage, Andy Goebel 
 
Key Topics Discussed 
A. ELAC and Other Updates 

• Ted is transitioning away from of Early Learning Indiana to take a new role at Lilly 
Endowment in mid-October.  (Kent Mitchell will take over as co-chair of the FS 
workgroup.)  This will be Ted’s last meeting.  Thanks all around to Ted for his years 
of service to ELAC!! 

• A summary of the 2018 Annual Report and County Profile data will be shared at 
the September Committee meeting. Goal is for final release of Annual Report and 
County Profiles in late October.  

• The Child Development and Well-Being workgroup will be presenting some 
recommendations during the September ELAC meeting as well. 

• Ted shared that CEELO is ready to roll out the Cost of Preschool Quality 2.0 Tool. 
Federal and State Funding Updates 

• The Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) program is 
set to expire at the end of year.  There is a movement to reauthorize because it 
is a large chunk of money used to fund Nurse Family Partnerships and Healthy 
Families Indiana.   

• Christina shared that applications to enroll in On My Way Pre-K are less with 
the new eligibility requirements. 

• Terri Green agreed that applications are much lower in Vanderburgh county 
too, largely due to the service requirement, and shared that 4C is busy 
collecting data on this. 

• Christina made a good point that legislators need to know what the barriers are 
with the new eligibility requirements (i.e. The service requirement makes 
grandparents-as-parents ineligible, which is a problem they need to be aware 
of!)  

What is Transitional Kindergarten? 
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• Amanda explained about schools offering “transitional kindergarten” which is 2 
years of Kindergarten for 4 and 5 year olds.  It is a solution that schools are 
using to fund pre-k in other states.   

• IDOE does not currently have a way to track kids in their 2nd year of transitional 
kindergarten, and differentiate between kids who are actually being retained in 
traditional kindergarten. 

• There is a lot we don’t know about transitional kindergarten programs. Who is 
targeted for enrollment?  Low-income families? 

• Alicia mentioned the ADM funding stream normally isn’t used to fund 4-year 
olds in kindergarten but there may be exceptions to the rule.  

B. Funding Data for ELAC County Profiles 

• Hopefully, all data will be received within the next two weeks! 

• ELAC plans to include charts to show how much public funding is coming into each 
county to help subsidize cost and make ECE a reality for families compared to the 
cost for families without help. 

o Some communities are leveraging a higher amount of subsidies than others 
and we can show this. 

• Ted suggested replacing the two-parent income with a single-parent income to 
show the percent that is spent on child care at different levels of need. 

C. ELI Blending/Braiding Funds Cohort Project 
Provider selection process update: 

• Decided to switch from selecting providers in Marion County to Vanderburgh 
county because UWCI is already serving two of the program types in Marion 
county in a similar way.  

• Once the pool is narrowed down to about 40 providers in Allen and Vanderburgh, 
the plan is invite them to a “kickoff” training day.   

• Attendance during this kickoff day will help determine a program’s level of interest 
and current capacity to participate in the blending/braiding project.  Programs will 
also be asked to complete a screener to further assess readiness to participate.  
Plans are already in the works to schedule the kickoff day! 
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• Amanda shared that some “CCDF agreement sites” may be included in the 
selected program cohort.  These are programs that have funding allocation for 
CCDF (but not for programs who are not currently CCDF sites).  

• Workgroup discussed Medicaid funding available to public school programs; the 
data is showing more and more schools are becoming informed of Medicaid as a 
resource to serve students.  

o Kyle asked if we aim to have any programs in the selected cohort that are 
using Medicaid as a funding source—hopefully! 

o Terri shared that EVSC currently bills Medicaid for speech language, OT, 
and PT, but not regular classroom services.  

o Medicaid funding for students with IEPs is the largest stream of dollars. The 
other, lesser known Medicaid source is called “MAC” Medicaid 
administrative claiming.  Stefanie Sloane will give us a better idea of how 
this works at the next meeting.  

Action Items  

1. The Alternative Funding Sources subcommittee will schedule another conference call to 
discuss research on key areas of focus to present next month. 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 | Early Learning Indiana | 10:00am – 12:00pm EST 


