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Attendees 

John Peirce, Katie Herron, Lacey Kottkamp, Erin Kissling, Jenni Mohr, Beth Barrett, Adis 
Coulibaly, Amy Healton, Amanda Lopez, Carrie Terry, Don Jantzi, Emily Rupchock, Patrick 
Jackson, Melissa Drier, Monica DiOrio 
 

Key Topics Discussed 

Family Engagement Peer Learning Grant Application 

• Amy shared that the grants were due by Sunday, so it is hard to know how many are 

yet to come in for review.  She was pleased with the response so far.  

ELAC Updates 

• ELAC is a partner and is assisting to plan the 2017 Indiana Coalition Summit via Early 

Learning Coalitions, which will be hosted at the Monroe County Convention Center in 

Bloomington on June 5th. You can get more information and register here!  

Indiana Home Visiting Advisory Board (INHVAB) 

• They continue to work on the needs assessment.  

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

• IDOE gathered good feedback from the listening tour/community meetings and have a 

draft started for the implementation plan; 

• There is a webinar that is being scheduled that will round out the tour. 

Family Engagement Prize 

• There are 75 completed applications and about 50 pending applications. Amy Healton 

invited workgroup members to volunteer to review the applications. Anyone interested 

should send her an email: amyh@earlylearningindiana.org; 

• Part of the Prize is a requirement to complete the Family Engagement Toolkit, so data 

will be collected from those self-assessments; 

• The application also includes questions around the barriers to family engagement and 

other similar questions.  

http://www.elacindiana.org/indianasummit/
http://www.doe.in.gov/essa/essa-community-meetings
mailto:amyh@earlylearningindiana.org
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o Question: Will this data be able to be collected and shared? Amy believes so 

and will ask the data team for confirmation. 

Brighter Futures Website 

• The Family Engagement workgroup’s first blog was submitted and well-received by 

ELI; 

• There are discussions happening around making the website less static, such as 

adding training videos. Some other resources were mentioned that are developing 

similar tools (i.e. Ready to Grow St. Joe’s initiative on Ages and Stages) and reaching 

out to CCR&Rs for additional feedback; 

• Timeline for the website’s launch is August 2017.  

Brighter Futures Website Blog 

• Members discussed the first blog and if it could be written in other ways to appeal to 

other audiences. To best utilize the time and expertise of the workgroup, it was agreed 

to choose another topic to write about instead of revisiting the first blog topic; 

• To enhance the blogs, members will try to link to outside resources/initiatives; 

• They decided on the topic of parent-teacher conferences, including the importance of 

attending them; 

• The author of the blogs as posted on the website will be the ELAC Family 

Engagement Workgroup.   

Family Engagement Toolkit Data 

• The data that is being collected from the Family Engagement Toolkit via Training 

Central can be exported and shared with this workgroup in the future. IU has the 

EEMG data. Katie is not sure where the data for the AmeriCorps / On My Way Pre-K 

exists; 

• The survey for the coaches that have been using the Toolkit will be sent out on May 8th 

with a deadline of May 15th. The goal is to have results by the May workgroup meeting; 

• The new platform for Training Central will have additional interactive features and 

training completions for the workforce.  
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Family Engagement Portion of the Pre-K Bill 

• The new statute includes a requirement that programs that receive pre-k funding must 

complete and report results from the Family Engagement Toolkit and Self-

Assessment; 

• With the new legislation, there is questions around the data from these self-

assessments, including how it can be pulled together; 

• The second topic that results from the legislation is around what follow-up training and 

supports are needed for programs; 

• The third area revolves around the purpose and intentionality of the scheduled revision 

of the Family Engagement Toolkit. There are concerns around having difference 

versions of the Toolkit being used with the current pilot counties and the new counties.  

o The co-chairs suggested moving up all revisions to the Toolkit to this year, 

starting with a crosswalk of other toolkits/documents and outlining any 

wording/smaller edits to the toolkit. 

 

Action Items  

1. Amy will share the outline of the Brighter Futures website with the workgroup for 

feedback/input on the content and resources. Lacey offered to edit the first draft of the 

new blog, to be written by Jenni.   

2. Katie will create a survey for program feedback on the Family Engagement Toolkit to also 

be sent out with the coaches’ survey (send both surveys to Beth). Katie will summarize 

any results for the May workgroup meeting.  

3. Katie will create and share a tracking sheet for the Toolkit crosswalk, as well as the 

crosswalk documents, with volunteers. Katie will start tracking suggestions for 

minor/cosmetic revisions.  

Next Meeting 

May 19, 2017 | Early Learning Indiana | 12:00 – 2:00pm  
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