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April 10, 2017 

Attendees 

Mike Bachman, Kathryn Raasch, Erin Kissling, Jahanah Murphy-Simms, Victoria Matney, Lynn 
Hall, Kimberly Erler, Andrea Zimmerman, Sue Panzica, Shannon Gage, Dawn Underwood, 
Elizabeth Massey, Kyle Wehmann; On phone: Lacey Kottkamp, Deb Hughes, Amanda Lopez 

Guests from OECOSL to discuss Provider Eligibility Standards: Carrie Gray and Rob Smoak 
Key Topics Discussed 

A. ELAC and Other Updates 
• A one-page overview summarizing all ELAC workgroup’s priorities for 2017 has been 

posted in Wiggio.  

• The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) recently 
launched a two-year initiative called Power to the Profession (P2P), which is a national 
collaboration to develop a comprehensive set of professional guidelines for all who 
work in the early childhood field. Click here to inform the process, or sign up to receive 
updates that include opportunities to be a part of the conversation! 

B. Coalition Summit Planning Committee Updates: 
• The Indiana Summit for Economic Development via Early Learning Coalitions will be 

held on June 5, 2017 at the Monroe County Convention Center in Bloomington, 
Indiana. We are getting ready to launch the registration link on the ELAC website next 
week. This year, there will be a small registration fee of $25.00 to cover food costs.  

• The Summit is a one-day event. There will be an invite-only dinner the night before and 
a 2nd day event that will also be invite-only for a handful of coalitions. 

• The Planning Committee will be reaching out to ELAC workgroup members to 
recommend panelists for a panel discussion session. 

C. Coalition Self-Assessment Pilot Project Update: 
• Mike shared that the coalition self-assessments returned so far by the pilot coalitions 

have not been completed the way he was expecting, and suggested possibly tweaking 
the questions to get the desired answers. The workgroup agreed. 

• Workgroup decided to form three subcommittees to tackle 2017 priority work:  
1. Subcommittee #1 will review the results of the returned pilot coalition self-

assessments and revise the self-assessment questions.  
2. Subcommittee #2 will continue to gather resources to include in the Coalition 

Building Toolkit.  
3. Subcommittee #3 will collect baseline data about schools participating (or not 
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participating) in ECE best practices, and begin to develop clear messaging 
strategies for outreach to schools about PES and PTQ (including simplifying 
and re-writing the standards).  

• For May and June, the workgroup will focus primarily on coalition building and the 
toolkit to prepare for the Summit.  

D. Overview of Provider Eligibility Standards (PES)  
• Carrie Gray and Rob Smoak from the FSSA Office of Early Childhood and Out of 

School Learning gave a presentation on PES. Carrie oversees the PES Department 
and invited folks to contact her with more PES questions: Carrie.gray@fssa.in.gov. 

• Discussed two main barriers to PES: the timeline and lack of understanding of the 
documentation that needs to be submitted.  Specifically, providers don’t understand 
the coding language that is used.   

• Discussed that there are additional standards and costs that go along with accepting 
CCDF like drug testing, TB testing, and fingerprinting.  

• Erin shared that messaging may not be the most important focus (“lowest hanging 
fruit”) for the workgroup in cases of counties with no On My Way Pre-K access where 
there isn’t any incentive to get onto PTQ.  

Action Items 

1. Workgroup members were asked to think about and record the outcome(s) they want to see 
as a result of increasing the number of schools participating in PTQ in 2017?  

2. Kyle will make edits to the pilot coalition self-assessment feedback survey in Survey Monkey 
and share link with Mike.  

3. Will continue the project of collecting baseline data to create a heat map of all school-based 
programs across the state.  

4. In May, the workgroup will identify subcommittee membership. It would be very helpful for 
members to come in-person to this meeting!  
 

Next Meeting:  

Monday, May 8, 2017, 1:00 – 3:00 pm at Wayne Township Preschool 


