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March 17, 2017 

Attendees 

John Peirce, Beth Barrett, Christina Musiak, Natalie Pugh, Adis Coulibaly, Melissa Drier, 

Amanda Lopez, and Monica DiOrio 

On the Phone: Carrie Terry, Don Jantzi, Emily Rupchock, Meghan Smith, Patrick Jackson, 

Lisa Crane 

Key Topics Discussed 

Family Engagement Peer Learning Grant Application 

• The National Center on Parents and Community Engagement shared an opportunity to 

advance family engagement on a state level; 

• The grant involves six monthly 90-minute web meetings to share best practices and 

discuss issues related to family engagement; 

• Indiana (FSSA) applied in conjunction with this workgroup but have not heard back.  

ELAC Updates 

• ELAC is a partner and is assisting to plan the 2017 Indiana Coalition Summit via Early 

Learning Coalitions, which will be hosted at the Monroe County Convention Center in 

Bloomington on June 5th. The morning keynote will be Erin Ramsey with Mind in the 

Making at The Bezos Family Foundation, and the afternoon keynote will be Dr. Tim 

Bartik with the Upjohn Institute. The Save the Date has been posted to Wiggio! 

• Discussions have started around the 2018 ELAC Annual Report’s focus and data 

gathering efforts, which will continue throughout the year.  

Brighter Futures Website Blog 

• At the February meeting, the workgroup agreed to author blogs related to the Family 

Engagement Toolkit to support the family-friendly content on the Brighter Futures 

website; 

• Individual workgroup members are welcome to author blogs outside of the workgroup 

and can contact Amy Healton with Early Learning Indiana for topics and guidelines. 

 

 

http://www.mindinthemaking.org/our-staff/erin-ramsey/
http://www.upjohn.org/about-us/who-we-are/research-staff/timothy-j-bartik
http://www.upjohn.org/about-us/who-we-are/research-staff/timothy-j-bartik
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Family Engagement Prize 

• Early Learning Indiana’s Partnerships for Early Learners team recently launched a 

statewide prize competition to celebrate and activate family engagement in early 

childhood programs; 

• Programs will be eligible for participation prizes of $100 and awards for excellence up 

to a $25,000; 

• The Family Engagement Prize application is due April 15, 2017. 

Document Crosswalk / Family Engagement Toolkit 

• Members previously discussed reviewing specific documents to compare to the Family 

Engagement Toolkit to prepare for any major revisions in 2018, including identifying 

any gaps in principles, related recommendations, additional tools (i.e. to providers), 

application of the toolkit, etc.; 

• In deciding how to break up the work, members agreed to first read the Policy 

Statement on Family Engagement: from The Early Years to the Early Grades 

published by the U.S. Department of Health and Human, and also review the Family 

Engagement Toolkit before the April meeting and come ready with feedback; 

• After that, the workgroup members will review IDOE's Family Engagement Specialty 

Standards.  

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

• IDOE is hosting community meetings across Indiana to gather input for the state’s 

ESSA implementation plan. ELAC workgroup members are encouraged to attend the 

meetings to share their early learning perspective.  

 

2017 Workgroup Priorities  

• The workgroup will focus on the following priorities this year: 

1. Promote the use of the Family Engagement Toolkit and collect/analyze data to 

inform future revisions. 

2. Expand the audience for the Family Engagement Toolkit by translating 

individual items into blog-style articles for Brighter Futures website 

3. Develop a case statement for Home Visiting in Indiana. 

http://partnershipsforearlylearners.org/improving-early-education/family-engagement/family-engagement-prize/
http://www.elacindiana.org/elacindiana/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Family-Engagement-Toolkit-1.pdf
http://www.elacindiana.org/elacindiana/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Family-Engagement-Toolkit-1.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/files/policy-statement-on-family-engagement.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/files/policy-statement-on-family-engagement.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/21stcclc/indiana-afterschool-family-engagement-speciality-standards-21st-cclc-ost-programs.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/21stcclc/indiana-afterschool-family-engagement-speciality-standards-21st-cclc-ost-programs.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/essa/essa-community-meetings
http://www.doe.in.gov/essa
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Action Items  

1. Katie and Amy will edit the blog using ELI’s guidelines and share with the group for final 

approval before sharing with ELI. Amy will share a list of potential blog topics for 

individual workgroup members to pursue.  

2. All members will review/compare the HHS Policy Statement and Family Engagement 

Toolkit, bringing feedback to the group in April.  

Next Meeting 

April 28, 2017* | Early Learning Indiana | 12:00 – 2:00pm  

*Meeting was pushed back one week!  
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